             Tanggal 28 Oktober: Hari Sumpah Pemuda





The notion of Indonesian nationalism developed in the 1920's in  what was then known as the Dutch East Indies.  Various regional youth groups came together in 1928 to form one united All Indonesia association, Indonesia Muda (Young Indonesia).  At the All Indonesia Youth Congress in Jakarta on October 28, 1928, the following resolution was unanimously accepted, proclaiming that those who took this oath (sumpah) were committed to the future of one country, one nation, and one language for Indonesia. 





     Pertama:  Kami putera dan puteri Indonesia mengaku bertumpah darah yang satu, 


		Tanah Indonesia.





     Kedua:    Kami putera dan puteri Indonesia mengaku berbangsa yang satu, 


		Bangsa Indonesia.





     Ketiga:   Kami putera dan puteri Indonesia menjunjung bahasa, Bahasa Indonesia.





     (First:   We the sons and daughters of Indonesia declare that  we have one native land (lit. 		"[land] where our blood has spilled"), the Land of Indonesia.





     Second:   We the sons and daughters of Indonesia declare that we have one nation, the 			Nation of Indonesia.





     Third:    We the sons and daughters of Indonesia uphold the language of unity, the  	


		Indonesian Language.)





This event is considered to be the beginning of Bahasa Indonesia as a "national language", even though the nation of Indonesia would not come into existence until 1945, and would not succeed in its struggle for independence from the Dutch until 1949.


(pp. 21 - 24 in Modern Indonesian Literature, Vol I, by A. Teeuw. Dordrecht, Holland: Foris Publications, 1986.)
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